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MLA MEETING 


Army Medical Library staff members attending the Forty- 
eighth Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, in Gal- 
veston, Texas, 10 to 14 April 1949, included Colonel J. H. McNinch, 
Major F. B. Rogers, Mr. Scott Adams, Miss Mary E. Grinnell, Miss 
Marjorie C. Spencer, and Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian. During the 
course of the meeting, Colonel McNinch, with the aid of Miss Helen 
G. Field, who is on leave from the Library to assist in the adminis- 
tration of the Johns Hopkins Research Project, conducted a series 
of interviews with medical librarians in an effort to collect data on 
the use of medical indexes. Many expressed need for the delayed 
monthly indexes to the Current List of Medical Literature and the 


Director pledged the Library to redoubled effort toward their publi- 
cation. 


Dr. Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress and an Honorary 
Consultant to the Army Medical Library, gave the keynote address 
for the meeting on “Bibliography by Cooperation.” As graphic 
evidence of one type of bibliographic cooperation the Cumulative 
Catalog of Library of Congress Printed Cards [AML News, Febru- 
ary 1949] was circulated at the meeting. This publication, contain- 
ing entries for books cataloged at the Army Medical Library, supple- 
ments the Library of Congress catalog card service for medical 


books. 


Colonel McNinch reported on the Army Medical Library’s 
Committee of Consultants for the Study of the Indexes to Medical 
Literature. 


MAJOR ROGERS AT SYMPOSIUM 


Major F. B. Rogers, M. C., attended a Symposium on Special 
Classification Systems sponsored by the Special Committee on Tech- 
nical Information of the Research and Development Board, National 
Military Establishment, at the Pentagon in Washington, 22 April 
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1949. Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, President of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, acted as Chair- 
man of the Committee’s Panel on Classification and Indexing. This 
panel is making active inquiry into systems of classification cur- 
rently used by Government institutions. 


GILLMORE BEQUEST 


The will of Mrs. Emma Wheat Gillmore, under which the 
Army Medical Library is a beneficiary, was admitted to probate in 
the Surrogate Court of New York City on 2 February 1949. After 
payment of the expenses incident to the settlement of the estate, it is 
estimated that this bequest will amount to approximately $23,000, 


Mrs. Emma Wheat Gillmore, herself a Doctor of Medicine, 
was the widow of Captain Robert Tracy Gillmore, Medical Officers 
Reserve Corps, who died while serving at Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., in 
World War I. She died 15 August 1948 in the Sydenham Hospital, 
New York City. 


HOLMES ON HOMOEOPATHY 


There has recently come to light in the Library an interesting 
association copy of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Homoeopathy, and its 
kindred delusions; two lectures delivered before the Boston Society 
for the Diffusion of U seful Knowledge (Boston, William D. Tick- 
nor, 1842). This copy, in the original boards, bears two inscriptions 
on the blank preliminary leaf, the first “Dr. Bowditch from his 
friend O. W. H.” being the author’s presentation inscription, and 
the second, dated April 23, 1879, reading as follows: 


“This book, given to me many years since by my friend Dr. 
Holmes, I give this day to my friend Dr. J. S. Billings (and as an 
especial favor to him) for the Library of the Surgeon General De- 
partment (National Medical Library) of which Dr. B. was the orig- 
inator, and to the support of which he has devoted so many years of 


his life. 
Henry I. Bowditch” 


Bowditch was a leading physician of his day who contributed 
to knowledge of tuberculosis, did a great deal to advance public 
health measures, campaigned for an Army ambulance corps during 
the Civil War, and was one of the founders of the Boston Medical 
Library. He was a son of the astronomer-mathematician, Nathaniel 
Bowditch, and was a crusading abolitionist. 
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COMMITTEE TO AID CHILEAN LIBRARY 


An office has been set up in the Library of Congress for the 
National Committee for Chile. Medical journals and books pub- 
lished during the last ten years are needed for the reconstruction of 
the collections of the School of Medicine Library, University of 
Chile, at Santiago, which were destroyed by fire [AML News, Jan- 
uary 1949]. Mr. Edward Heiliger, Room 318, Library of Congress, 
will receive any contributions addressed to the National Committee 
for Chile and arrange for transportation to Santiago. 





UNESCO BOOK COUPONS 


The Army Medical Library has agreed to accept UNESCO 
book coupons in payment for its photoduplication services in “soft 
currency” countries. These coupons, which are redeemable by 
UNESCO, are currently offered for sale by UNESCO throughout 
the world. Doctors wishing microfilm may buy the coupons with 
their local currency. It is expected that this device will expand even 
further the Library’s widespread photoduplication activities. 


CLEVELAND MEETING 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the History of Medicine 
Division, Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, Curator of Rare Books of the 
History of Medicine Division, and Dr. Robert M. Stecher, Honor- 
ary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, were delegates to the 
Second Conference of the United States National Commission for 
UNESCO, which met in Cleveland 31 March through 2 April. They 
represented the History of Science Society at these meetings as well 
as at those of the Board of Foreign Scholarships which took place in 
Cleveland 30 March. 


PERSONNEL RECRUITMENT 


As the result of the Library’s recruitment activities, several 
vacant positions have been filled with librarians who expect to 
receive their degrees in June. This employment has been facilitated 
by special authority granted by the Civil Service Commission, en- 
abling the Library to acquire these students in advance of gradua- 
tion. 

Vacancies still exist and interested individuals are invited to 
— their applications to the Personnel Officer, Army Medical 

ibrary. 
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MEDICAL LIBRARIAN SCHOLARSHIPS 


Under a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation and with the 
assistance of the Institute of International Education, the Medical 
Library Association has awarded three scholarships to Latin Ameri- 
can medical librarians. Two of the recipients have already spent 
some time in the Army Medical Library: Miss Lydia Pazos, Assis- 
tant to the Librarian, Faculty of Medicine, University of Havana, 
Cuba, and Miss Maria Alicia Izquierdo Guzman, Library of the 
Faculty of Medicine, Santiago de Chile. Mrs. Maria José Lessa da 
Fonseca, Chief Librarian, Faculty of Medicine, University of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, will visit the Library during the month of May. 


FILMS SHOWN TO STAFF 


Among the films recently shown to the Army Medical Library 
staff was “Toward Independence”, which was named the year’s best 
documentary production short subject by the Motion Picture Acad- 
emy. This movie, arranged by the Army Institute of Pathology, 
shows the reconditioning and rehabilitation program for paraplegics 


carried out in an Army hospital, making it possible for these victims 
of spinal cord injuries to lead useful lives. 


These films were made available by the Education Committee 
of the Staff Association, of which Mr. Michael S$. Koch is Chairman. 
Other members of the committee are Mr. George Chase, Mr. Howard 
P. Drew, Mrs. Sharlene R. Rafter, Mrs. Ellen M. Wade and Miss 
Anita E. Welge. 


VISITORS 


Recent visitors included Dr. Alexis L. Romanoff, Research Pro- 
fessor at Cornell University; Dr. Edgar M. Foltin, Professor of 
Psychology at the College of William and Mary; Dr. V. E. Levine 
of the Actic Research Laboratory, U.S. Navy, Point Barrow, Alaska; 
Dr. C. P. Martin, Professor of Anatomy at McGill University; and 
Dr. Chen Pien Lee, Professor of Bacteriology, Central University, 
Nanking, China. 

Recent visitors to the History of the Medicine Division in- 
cluded Elba Bonacia, librarian of the Medical Institute at Caracas, 
Venezuela, and Roberto A. Gordillo, teacher of library science in 
Mexico City, both of whom are studying American library methods 
at the School of Library Science of the University of Michigan. 

















